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On January 12, 2020, 

our dearly beloved 

JCDA Mom Brenda 

Montoya passed away. 

As special tribute, we 

dedicate this February 

2020 JCDA newsletter 

to Brenda. Our JCDA 

Court will miss her, but 

we will always carry on 

her memory through our 

service projects. (Story 

continued on page 4) 

Submitted by CDA OLOB #1359 Regent & JCDA Co-Chair, Sandra Jaquez 
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4. Lamp, Father Ed. (2019, Dec). National Clergy Consultant’s Message. CDA National Quaterly, Dec 2019, 4. Retrieved from 

https://www.catholicdaughters.org/Qtr_Newsletter/2019_12/QuarterlyNewsletter_December2019.pdf  
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Feb 2—Groundhog Day: Will the groundhog see its shadow today? 

Feb 14—JCDA Monthly Meeting: 5:30 pm at Faith Formation Center.  

It’s also Valentine’s Day, we will have a card exchange. 

Feb 16—National JCDA Day: Corporate Mass at 12pm Mass. Please 

wear your JCDA t-shirt and sit together.  

Feb 22—OLOTHR 2nd Annual recruitment Tea Party: Invite a young 

lady between the ages of 6-18 years to come find out what we are all 

about. See fluer in this newsletter for more details. 

JCDA MONTHLY 

MEETINGS 

 

OLOB Faith  

Formation  

Center 

2nd Friday of the 

month 

5:30 - 7:00 pm 

5 

Happy  

Valentine’s 

Day 

Created by OLOB #1359 CDA member Missy Sanchez 
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On behalf of Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Our Lady of Belen #1359 and Junior Catholic 

Daughters of the Americas Court Our Lady of the Holy Rosary #1359, we offer our sympathy and con-

dolences to Brenda Montoya’s family. The past 9 months, Brenda had an important role in our Junior 

CDA court. Not only is she the wife of Deacon Michael Montoya, the Spiritual Advisor of the Juniors, 

but she is the Mother of Junior CDA Charter Member Abby Montoya. So Brenda was at every Junior 

CDA monthly meeting supporting her husband and daughter. She was also there to help out at the Jun-

iors monthly service projects like: when the Juniors helped at St. Theresa of Calcutta Soup Kitchen in 

June, at the large yard the Juniors helped clean up with the Widows Mite Society in July, at the shop-

ping for clothes for UNM Hospital clothing drive for their patients in July, at helping out at Fellowship 

Sunday in August, helping the Juniors make 100 Friendship boxes for the CDA NM State Retreat in 

September, at the shopping for baby items and clothes that were donated to CareNet in October, in 

November each Junior CDA family donated a Thanksgiving food basket, and finally in December in 

helping the Christmas Padrinos in making and setting up the Christmas Luminarias. For all her support 

and time she has given to the Juniors, I THANK her and say that the Juniors were blessed to have her. 

And that is why I refer to her as a Junior CDA Mom, which is an unofficial title I came up with. And it’s 

unofficial because it’s nowhere in the Junior CDA By-Laws and if you were to ask National CDA Office 

about what is a Junior CDA Mom role and duties, they would have no clue what you are talking about. 

In Loving Memory Of JCDA Mom Brenda Montoya 
(Continued from front page) 

 

 

Brenda Montoya, Deceased 

JCDA Mom 
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Abby & I are very grateful for the people who have prayed and visit-

ed with us. 

We need our faith community in the weeks, months and years  to 

come as Abby & I figure out how to go on with out Brenda. 

Life is fragile. Life is a gift from God. We are not promised a tomor-

row. 

Scripture says  "and now these three remain: Faith, Hope & Love 

but the greatest of these is Love.” 

The JCDA is called to share our Faith in Christ. The JCDA needs to 

let people know that in the midst of the darkness there is Hope. The 

JDCA needs to Love others just as Christ loves us. 

 

In Christ, 

Deacon Michael & Abby Montoya .  
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Brenda Montoya. 

 

When I hear the name Brenda Montoya I think of a passionate 

woman of her faith. I think of a loving mother and 

wife. Brenda would do anything for her daughter Abby and her 

husband Deacon Michael. I admire her dedication to our Lord. 

She showed up to every meeting we’ve had as a court to sup-

port her husband and beautiful daughter. Brenda would do any-

thing for her father, sister, niece & nephew. She was A great 

JCDA mom and she will be dearly missed. May the perpetual 

light shine on her and all the faithful departed. Amen. Rest In 

Peace Brenda.   By JCDA Charter Member Andrea Leon 

Brenda was always so sweet when I would talk to 

her and so patient with us when we would be 

messing around. I remember the two times we 

went to Walmart and I feel like I can still hear and 

see her laughing at one of Natalia’s jokes. I’m 

going to miss her kindness and bright smile dur-

ing all that we do, but I know that she will still be 

there with us in spirit.    By JCDA Charter 2nd 

Vice President Angelique Dominguez 

One thing I admired about Brenda is how she was always supportive of Deacon Michael and Abby.   I 

remember her and him talking about how much they do for the church even when they felt tired or run 

down but they would push through and say “what else would we be doing,   spending money we don’t 

have at the mall etc “ this has always stuck with me and they are a  perfect example of what a 

Good  marriage should be. She will be truly missed as one of our JCDA moms. She was very involved 

and supportive of all the girls in the court. RIP Brenda      By JCDA Co-Chair Amanda Leon 

A big thank you to Brenda, Abby and Deacon Michael for 

coming out to see dad & us after my mom had passed 

they were so sweet they brought waters and pizzas and 

my dad never forgets that, he always says how thought-

ful they were.     By JCDA Grandma Bernadette Zamora 
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This was our baby shower that was 

given to us by the CDA ladies Court 

#1359.  We shared our girls with the 

ladies, Edie and Ab-

by. Brenda helped me be stronger 

as an advocate for Edie, especially 

with her learning process, with 

teachers and the public in gen-

eral.  “Don't step back, you got to be 

her voice “, she told me.  In her 

memory I will always be here for her 

daughter Abby too. We never know 

when these events will be more 

special than the day they were 

made.  Thank you Brenda.    By 

JCDA Mom Bonnie Montoya 
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Obituary for Brenda Ruth Montoya 

1970-2020 

 

Brenda Gallegos-Montoya, age 49, a resident of Belen, NM passed away on January 12, 2020. She grew 

up in Belen and was raised by her parents, Lorenzo and Gertrude Gallegos. Brenda attended Belen High 

School and graduated in 1988. She attended the University of NM and earned a degree in Business Ad-

ministration. Brenda worked for the Magistrate Court of Belen and retired after 25 years of service. She 

was currently working at St. Mary’s School as a Pre-K teaching assistant. Teaching children was her pas-

sion. Brenda had the patience of an angel and a heart of gold. She was known as Ms. Brenda to her stu-

dents. Brenda was a woman of faith. She belonged to the Catholic Daughters of America and she served 

the Lord along with her husband, Deacon Michael Montoya. Brenda and Michael met on a date that was 

set up by her sister, Josephine on November 1, 2002. All it took was one date and Michael and Brenda 

were inseparable. They have been married for 16 years. Brenda is preceded in death by her mother, 

Gertrude Gallegos; grandparents, Justo and Josefita Mascarena; Jose and Mercedes Gallegos; uncles, 

Arturo Mascarena, Trinnie Mascarena, Eddie Baca and John Luna. She is survived by her loving husband 

of 16 years, Deacon Michael Montoya; her beautiful daughter, Abigail; father, Lorenzo Gallegos; sister 

Josephine Gallegos, cousin, Bryan Mascarena whom she considered a brother; niece Loren DeAnda; God 

Son, Anthony DeAnda; aunt, Jennie Mascarena who she considered as a second mom. Brenda has nu-

merous uncles, aunts and cousins that she loved dearly. Services will take place at Our Lady of Belen 

Catholic Church on Wednesday, January 15, 2020, beginning with a Public Viewing at 6:00 PM and a 

Rosary to be recited at 7:00 PM and on Thursday, January 16, 2020, with a Final Visitation at 9:30 AM 

and a Funeral Mass at 10:00 AM. Interment will follow at Our Lady of Belen Memorial Gardens. Pall-

bearers will be Franco Padilla, Andrew Sanchez, Bryan Mascarena, Frank Ortega, Wayne Gallegos and 

John Chavez. Please sign Brenda’s online tribute at www.romerofuneralhomenm.com Romero Funeral 

Home, 609 N. Main St. Belen, NM  

5. Retrieved from https://www.romerofuneralhomenm.com/obituaries/Brenda-Montoya/#!/Obituary  
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http://www.romerofuneralhomenm.com/
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