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St Luke the Evangelist
 Our Lady of Czestochowa, or Black Madonna of Poland, is a very famous icon of the 
Blessed Virgin holding the Child Jesus. Under this title, Mary is the Patron and Protector of 
Poland. 

 The icon of Our Lady of Czestochowa has a fascinating history. Legend has is that it was 
written St. Luke on a piece of cedar tabletop built by St Joseph, were Mary would have 
eaten her meals. 

  St. Helen, according to this tradition, found this painting when she was in search of  the 
true cross in Jerusalem around the year 326. She took the painting to her son, 
Constantinople, in the fourth century.  A chapel was built for the Icon. When the city of 
was invaded by the Saracens, the people prayed to Mary and the city was saved. This 
began the great devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary attached to the painting. 



Also known as 
the Black 
Madonna of 
Poland



Mary is the 
Patron and 
Protector of 
Poland

 Since the face of Mary is very dark, she is 
referred to as the Black Madonna. This 
darkening of the image come from 
centuries of being hidden and the many 
years of soot and smoke from candles 
illuminating the icon. The picture follows 
the traditional form of an icon. Mary 
gestures toward Jesus, directing 
attention away from her and pointing to 
Jesus as a source of salvation.



St. Ladislaus

 The oldest documents hold that when St. Ladislaus stopped for the night near Jasna Gora,on his 
way to his own hometown, he  had the image placed in a small church named for the 
Assumption. In the morning, after the portrait was loaded in the wagon, the horses refused to 
move.

 So there is stayed, and it has a whole host of miracles and stories associated with it. 

 The image isn’t without its scars. A tartar arrow struck it in Ladislaus’ time leaving a mark on the 
Virgin’s throat. In 1430, Hussites stole it and vandalize it. Not only did it break into three pieces, 
but one the robbers took his sword and left two gashes in the image. As he was getting ready to 
leave the third, he fell to the ground and flailed in agony until he died.

Those three scars – the one on the throat and the two on the cheeks – have been repaired. 
Repeatedly. And every time, they reappear. That’s one of the many miracles associated with Our 
Lady of Czestochowa.





Icon Colors

 Blue –  Humanity

 Red – Christ Divinity

 Red – Child she carried was divine

 Gold – Eternity

 Icon – Enter Eternal Glory

 The One who Is.

 Mary points to Jesus

 Jesus Our Lord is Blessing Us. 

 Jesus three fingers – Holy Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit



Prayer to Our Lady
Of Czestochowa 

HOLY MOTHER of Czestochowa, Thou art full of 
grace, goodness, and mercy. I consecrate to Thee 
all my thoughts, works and actions—my soul and 
body. I beseech Thy blessings and especially 
prayers for my salvation. 
Today, I consecrate myself to Thee, Good Mother, 
totally--with body and soul amid joy and sufferings 
to obtain for myself and others Thy blessings on 
this earth and eternal life in Heaven. Amen

 Imprimatur: Cardinal O’Boyle, Washington, DC



 Our Lady of Czestochowa

Pray for the unborn,

Pray for Peace in our nation.

Pray for Us!

 Thank you!


